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rival among his contemporaries. Per Hallstrom,
born in 1866, was one of those who were started on
their poetical career by the revival of 1891; but he
has written very little verse. He is known as a
novelist of singularly penetrative fancy, and as a
master of detail in observation. The production of
poetry, as we understand it, is not very abundant in
Sweden to-day. The word diktare, like dichter in
German, does not mean poet in our English sense, a
writer in verse, but an imaginative author generally.
A novelist is call a diktare. But the Swedish
language has a word, skald, which seems to answer
precisely to the English word pod. It is needful to
remember this in dealing with Swedish literature,
or offence may be given by denying the title of poet
to very distinguished masters of prose.

The new literature of Sweden is largely naturalistic,
but in the new poetry of Sweden there is more than
a trace of mysticism, which gives a strange perfume
to the realism of such austere writers as Strindberg
and Hallstrom, as well as to the more romantic
idealism of Verner von Heidenstam and Selma
Lagerlof. But, whatever their individual tendencies,
these new writers, whether in prose or verse,
distinguish themselves by the vigour and the
novelty which they have reintroduced into the
somewhat exhausted literature of their country;
and in this admirable labour it is manifest that
Snoilsky was the direct pioneer of them all

1911.